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We really enjoyed the Beards- 


ley exhibition at The Royal 


Photo History 


; Academy a couple of weeks 
ago.. 


March 29th 2020 


Just two weeks ago Lynn and | went to the Royal Academy to see 
the Beardsley exhibition and now things are so so different that it 
seemed appropriate to put this picture on the cover. 


Today..29th March, Tammy informed us that Ben was unwell and 
with his medical history, obviously we are very worried. 


Deaths from Coronavirus here in the UK reached over 1000 last 
night with the chilling statistic that one person is dying every 5 
minutes and Italy 10 hours ago - recorded the most deaths with 
10,023 fatalities with nearly 92,500 cases, while Spain has 5,812 
deaths and more than 72,200 confirmed . 


We are constantly warned not to be complacent and take all the 


suggested precautions but one tries to continue with as ‘normal’ a 


life as possible in the circumstances. 


Lynn and | are just walking in the park opposite and studiously avoiding contact with others there. Everyone 
makes a very conscious effort to pass one another, maximising the space between us.. We have decided that 
obviously we will need provisions but only to make the shopping trips when urgent and if we are out of some 
commodities then we will do without. 


Avoiding contact with others is the main concern and every radio/tv programme, is shouting this out. 


| will continue with these more ‘in depth’ Photo History’ because, as | said, in the previous volume..these are 
unparalleled times and a record of worldwide/UK-wide updated daily information from our personal perspec- 
tive interlaced with how we are coping will be a really relevant record for future readers. 


There are moments when we feel such doom and gloom wondering how this will touch our family and friends 
and then we worry about how the world will be afterwards with economies devastated by the vast sums 
pumped in at the moment to in the attempt to stabilise the counties. Obviously future generations will have to 
pay the price. So many smaller or ‘financially precarious businesses will not be around afterwards and the ‘knock 
-on’ effect in terms of personal hardship does not bear thinking about. 


One tends to look at one’s own situation and forget how many millions of others are already suffering and this is 
only the very beginning. 
People still say “ when this is over and we continue with our normal life “ | silently hope they are right but may- 


be my pessimistic streak thinks ..it'll never be quite the same again. 


Anyway enough of that.. Let me continue with my Photo History and hopefully the following pages should be 
filled with positive sentiments and a cheerful report that the worst is past and things are levelling out... 
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There are still wonderful 
things all around if one looks 
for them: 


Grovelands lake just before 
sunset 


Lynn jogging round the park.. 


And our lovely swans have 
made their nest on the is- 
land..just far enough away so 
the dogs don’t disturb them 
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We love this shot that DP sent us with him sitting on his roof in Bristol deep in thought... 


The world news at the foot of the page make my comments seem very 


Photo History comme petty and inconsequential but we continue our lives as normal as possible or 
we fall apart... 


1st April 2020 Back to reality. 


It’s been a very traumatic couple of days because Ben suddenly became very ill passing into a semi-conscious 
state with a high temperature leaving Tammy and Larnie to cope extremely well despite their anxiety. The ambu- 
lance was approx. three hours arriving but luckily the husband of a friend is a ‘first responder’ and rushed round 
checking Ben’s vitals which were ok. Rather than the dreaded virus he felt it was a serious infection which Ben 
could not fight as he is on anti-rejection drugs after his double transplant. This was two night ago and poor Tam- 
my and Larnie were not able to leave the house to visit and obviously the staff at Barnet Hospital were too busy 
to answer phones. However good news that he was stabilised with intravenous antibiotics and transferred to a 
isolated private room. It has been (and still is) a worrying time but the small signs are that he is improving so we 
are waiting for more information. 


Meanwhile, Lynn and | keep up a routine that is establishing itself and will be put on the whiteboard ...in pride of 
place in the lounge.. We feel that this is very important as it is an unknown factor how long the ‘self-imposed 
isolation/closedown will remain in force so a new routine is essential. We both find that there is tons to do and 
so far all our plans have been fulfilled. Nothing major but things like phoning all friends on a regular basis to 
make sure they are ok., clearing out the spice cupboard, completing various garden projects...and also allot- 
ment projects. We have dish cooking plans and have listed food stock so we can top up as required. Meat from 
the farm and veg from the small holding are still currently available so we drop these off on the way back . 


Supermarket shopping was a very different experience today. Sainsbury’s allocate an 8.00-9.00 slot for us oldies 
with NHS staff allowed in prior to this. We joined a short queue at 7.300 which doubled back on itself by the time 
we were allowed in. As expected there was a queue jumper but he got a lot of abuse but it was like water off a 
duck’s back..there’s always one!...however everyone else were ultra friendly..the great British spirit 


The WORLD ROUNDUP...today is pretty grim... The current coronavirus outbreak is the biggest challenge for the world since 
World War Two, UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has warned. He said it could bring a recession "that probably has no 
parallel in the recent past". His warning comes amid dire predictions about the possible economic impact of measures imposed 
to fight the virus. The number of confirmed cases around the world is now nearing 860,000, with more than 42,000 deaths. 


@  US.The death toll is now more than 4,000 - higher than the declared number of fatalities in China, where the outbreak 
began late last year. 


@ Italy remains the worst affected country in the world. Tuesday's figures show the official death toll rose by 837 deaths to 

12,428, more than the 812 recorded on Monday. The number of new infections was 2,107, which was higher than the previous 

day, but a marked decline on numbers a few days ago. 

@ France has recorded 499 new hospital deaths in the last 24 hours, bringing the total to 3,523. This is the highest daily rise 
in such deaths in France since the outbreak began 

@ Belgium A 12-year-old girl has died in Belgium. She is thought to be the youngest Covid-19 victim in Europe. In total Bel- 
gium has lost 705 people in the outbreak 

@ UK Some 2,352 virus patients have died in hospital as of 17:00 on Tuesday - up 563 in a day, The government said it hopes 

to do "hundreds of thousands" of tests per day on NHS workers within weeks. A 13 year old boy died on Monday 


@ Russia, lawmakers have passed an ‘ant-virus’ package of laws including up to 7 years in prison for serious violations of 
quarantine rules 


@ India, authorities are searching for 100’s of people who attended a religious event in the capital that has set off several 
Covid-19 clusters 


@ Middle East, there are warnings that the outbreak is a ticking time bomb for the unstable region 


This is how we now use the PC to talk to 
friends around the world. Marion set up for a 
ZOOM meeting discussing how we are coping 
with our isolation and it was very entertaining 
(That’s us to row , second from left 


3rd April 2020. Our morning ritual is a slice of toast 
with my home-made Seville orange marmalade and 
a coffee and then we are out by 7.00am into the 
park. We walk along the long Priory drive and once 
into the park we separate: Lynn running one way 
and | walk through the open grass area and round 
the lake and again round the large fields...We meet 
back at home after about 1 hour and it is brilliant.. 


Lots of people walking dogs, walking in twos and 
Yesterday we drove to Peter and Yvonne at Highview (Poop er reg eet ete 


running ...and everyone keeping their distance.. Its 
Farm where they had our meat order ready. Freshly ene sie ene ve 


bviously a daily ritual with lots of local | 
butchered lamb divided up for Tammy & Ben and us. We Se) Ca nee ek ree pneoe 


and a many wave a greeting. 


walked for an hour around the fields there and it was so 
beautiful. Tammy and Larnie are cooking all the time and 


we get updates of their creations. Everyone’s busy and — SS 
well disciplined. Ben is still not out of hospital though =) 


One of the apparent early symptoms of catching the virus is loss of smell (and Ben came 


taste) so when Lynn and come down to breakfast we ‘give a joint sigh of relief back last night...yippee. He 


‘when we wake up and smell the coffee” SC tnSHIpCe Ur Wellse WE ate 
all delighted to have him back 


cee ° © 02 2?282 


Theatres are all shut but there was 
an exceptionally large audience 
(with a peak of 209,000) watching 
qa this live filmed production of One 
man two Guvnors on Utube 


Today’s grim Statistic...More than a million cases 


have now been confirmed worldwide, with nearly 53,000 people dying and more than 210,000 having recovered, according to 


Johns Hopkins University, in the US. 


Photo History 


Strange mentality. 

..A beautiful spot in 

the park and an in- 
credible day. Some folk have 
obviously thought so too. 


Why then, do they have to 
leave all their rubbish behind 
and spoil the whole environ- 
ment for others ??!! 


We were slowly driving through Biggleswade, on 


the way back from the veg smallholding, when 
we saw these beautiful old dilapidated wooden 
building behind a solicitor’s office. 


Nurse. What's the status Still no change 
on the boy who swallowed 
all the quarters? 


<— 


They get on so well in these difficult times 
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Al is so peaceful on our allotment . Lynn 
packed a insulated bag with sarnies, fruit 
and flasks of tea and we felt (after the pota- 
to planting) that we had deserved it 


Larnie and Tam 


Fluf Eee 


Ralph Kley 


e 
Angela Hill 


Being together now is a ma- 
jor problem for everyone 
with ‘lockdowns’ in place so 
yesterday when all the fami- 
ly got together on Zoom at 
mid-day it was a special mo- 
ment. DP in Bristol/Angela, 
beau and Peachy in bath/ 
tammy and Larnie in Enfield 
and Lynn and myself in 
Southgate. Even the two 
dogs were visible sleeping in 
the background 


Running/walking in the park 


Photo History has developed its own ca- 
; ; maraderie with distant 
The council have (as shown on previ- ; 
waves . This great lady runs 
ous pages) taped all seats to prevent 
a throughout the park carry- 
cross contamination. When we saw. ae 
ing a bag and utilising a spe- 
these youngsters who’d moved the . . . ; 
. . cial stick to pick up litter. 
warning tapes (despite constant ra- : 
. : . . She also reinstates the tape 
dio/tv instructions) We pointed out ; is 
i preventing people sitting on 
how antisocial they were and got a 


load of abuse...What’s the u$e??) 


the benches. 


Yesterday (Sunday) was a really hot day and government 
warnings were constantly on tv and radio warning every- 
one to maintain social distance and not to congregate in 
groups in parks etc..ot they will be closed. It’s still amazing 
that many totally disregard the advice as a potential build 
up of affected people will overwhelm the NHS 


Coronavirus Update Monday 6th April 2020. 


Sadly we have almost reached the 5,000 figure of deaths in the UK this morning—a terrible statistic effecting so 
many families. 


A shocking report from Ecuador is that the health system has totally failed with emergency calls being unan- 
swered, hospitals not allowing people in with body-bags littering the corridors and vultures hovering overhead. As 
many as 400 corpses are reported to be in the street in one city alone. 


Boris Johnson has been admitted to hospital last night and The Queen gave an upbeat message to the citizens. 


The deaths have been reported from Italy (15 889), Spain (12 418), United States (9 647), France (8 078), United Kingdom 
(4 934), Iran (3 603), China (3 335) ..The rest are below 1600... 
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Tammy had just 


1 Volunteer Catc... 


lo: betcha volunteered to do 


We genuinely miss _ reading to the 


SCR EUCMCUMEE aged (like Lynn 


Volunteer look forward to 


Catch up 


Hello Tammy, 


We were just 
wondering how you 
are. We hope you are 


wall alana with wour 


seeing you again at 
the library when we 
can return to our 
normal lives. 


Kindest regards 


Enfield Town Library 
Team 


and myself??) at 
the library but ob- 
viously this was 
postponed and 
she just got this 
lovely text from 
the Library Team 


How true...| keep 
opening the 
fridge and looking 


Once again the remarkable similarity of Tammy 


(left) and Barbra Streisand can be seen here 


Ea CIT TOW. 
Send a thank you message to our WHS heroes 


businesses. 


Every day a new routine has been established and while | walk around Grovelands at 6.00am. Mum runs off in 
the opposite direction and other than the occasional dog walker we are alone in this lovely environment. The 
sun is just rising with red clouds over the woods, and with frost on the grass and a crisp feel to the air. The sun 
rapidly warms the air. | watch the daily drama of the swans and Canada geese. The female swan (pen) lays on 
her nest on the island and the two Canada geese seem determined to invade her space. The male swan (cob) 
patrols the water next to the geese and visibly and aggressively prevents them from getting close. This is a 
daily drama and | video this confrontation. It is something | would never normally have witnessed. 


This morning there was also a big bright moon. Tammy is taking Sam in the field next to her houge at the same 
time to avoid passing any other people and we send one an 


other pictures and 
texts.. 
The photo here is 
the sunrise with 
Sam enjoying his 


early run 


Ben, sadly, is still in Barnet Hospital but they are transferring him to Barts 


a 


(once he has been retested to ensure he is free of the virus) Barnet lacks 


the specialised expertise . 


We feel that this is best for him as Tammy can’t nurse him effectively 
without proper information as to the cause of the illness. She is coping 
really well considering the great pressure she is under 


> Peachy phoned a couple 
of days ago just to chat. We enjoyed a long 
(17minute) talk and | thought this is so great 
that my granddaughter just phones grandad 
and grandma for a chat 


| know that possibly these photos seem 


‘samey’ but our walks mean so much more 
to us now we are all confined to our homes. 
Here is Sam at around 6.15am in the fields 
next to Tammy’s house and at the same time 
| am in the park and that moon is so clear 
and bright for both of us 
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Thursday 9th April 2020 Good Friday tomor- 
row and first day of Passover yesterday 
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Southgate Station at 7.00am..normally mobbed but now empty with a sign 
warning that only ‘essential workers, should travel...other please go home” 


Update from around the world today Thursday 9th April 2020 In popular parks police were moving on groups of 
people who were not adhering to the social distancing recommendations. Bank holiday with the expected hot 
weather will be a problem. These are the current stats 


Confirmed Cases and Deaths by Country, Territory, or 
Conveyance 


The coronavirus COVID-19 is affecting 203 countries and territories around he word anc 2 internatonal 
Comweyances. The day is reset ater micnight GMT+O 


Repon coronavirus cases 


Country, Total New Total New Total Active Serious Tot Cases Deaths Total Tests. 
Otner Cases Cases Oesins Oeastrs Recovered Cases Critical 1M pop 1M pop Tests 1M pop 
World 1519571 +4,611 83,550 +95 331,011 1,100,010 48,166 195 14 

USA 435,160 +233 14,797 22,891 397,472 9,279 1,315 45 2,226,116 6,725 
$rain 148,220 14,792 48,021 85,407 7,069 3,170 316 355,000 7,593 
tnaly 139,422 17,669 26,491 95,262 3,693 2,306 292 —(807,125 13,349 
Germany 113,296 2,349 46,300 64,647 4,895 1,352 28 1,317,887 15,730 
France 112,950 10,869 21,254 80,827 7,148 1,730 167 224,254 34% 
China 81,865 +63 3,336 77,370 1,160 176 $7 2 

iran 64,586 3,993 29,812 30,781 3,987 769 48 211,136 2,514 
UK 60,733 7,097 135 «53,501 1,559 895 105 282,074 4,155 


Jutkey 38,226 812 1,846 35,568 1,492 453 10 8=—-247,768 2,938 


Access to parks during the 
coronavirus crisis 
Enfield Council takes the safety of its residents extremely seriously 


and as a safety precaution to guard against the spread of coronavirus. 
We want to keep the park areas open for as long as we can. 


To do that we need your support, 


| Do: 
This bench is temporarily closed | = 
during the Coronavirus crisis ; 


eld Cou 


Visit the park for Keep a distance of at least 


No socal gatherings - meeting up with friends etc 
© Phease keep a distance of at least 25 metres from other people 


exerche purposes only 2 metres from other people 
Do Not: 
(Mp4) : . : 
Haveanysocal = =—s sane " Sunbathe ~ 
gatherings BBQ's 
meeting up with Gy™ equipment 


triends etc in the park 


For updates on Changes to other Counc’ pervices, check 


A line of seats taped —off in Grovelands www.enfield.gov.uk/covid19 ENFIELD #4 ‘ 


At sunrise (6.00am) our morning 
park ritual begins after a 5.00am 
wake-up call. While Lynn runs and | 
walk we see the same ‘other early 
idiots’ Below is Paul running with his 
dog and | still video the swans 
fighting with the Canada geese to 
determine nesting position on the 
island. | send the videos to Tammy 
daily and we swap pictures and 
notes. This is a great ritual which we 
| all enjoy 


am Dollis Hill 
<> Service information 


Date 09 /0%/2020 
Time 


Thought of the day 
lf anyone is gonno make o 
face mask out of an old bra, 
Make sure you use the left cup. 
You dort want to go out looking 
like o right tit. 


@Willesdenstaff 


= 


Many of us are emailing, phoning and keeping in touch. We had another 


ae 
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Zoom meeting yesterday.. 


Lynn and | reached out to see how our friends in Nepal are managing and we were reassured by the de- 
lightful responses from: 1) Raj of A1 Excursions also in Katmandhu.. (2) Gesuba (at Sikles School, 


high in the hills above Pokhara) 3) Rani in Kathmandu 
Here are their great responses: 


Dear Sir and Madam we are more happy to see you photos. 


Thank you very much for your email. | am very glad to hear from you. Yes, you are right. The Time is very 
much critical worldwide and we have to Pray for all. Let's hope positive and This Corona Covid 19 will 


be over soon. 


| was trekking in Annapurna base Camp with German Group till the end of march then | was also stranded 
at Lockdown. | worked hard and with my link to good people, luckily able to bring my group to Pokhara 
then to Kathmandu. After being stranded for a week in Kathmandu, they were taken by rescued flight 
back to home organised by German Embassy. They were all safe and happy too. We are doing fine here 
too and staying at home most of them But happy to be with family too. Which is one the best and most im- 
portant at the moment. We are also glad to say that Corona is under control in Nepal otherwise it would 
be one of the worst in Nepal. No one has died yet. We wish you all the best and pray for all soon recovery 
from This CORONA TO THIS WORLD. GOD BLESS US! Looking forward to seeing you.With Best Re- 
gards, Raj /7thApril A1 Travel & Excursions 


Dear Sir Ralph and Madam Lynn,Namaste! 


Thank you so much your email. Me and my family are fine here. Hope you both also fine. Yes we all know 
that people of the world are in very difficult period because of Corona virus. You already know that Nepal 
also touch this virus. Nepal government extend the lockdown another one week I. It means till 15th April. 
Now here people face so many problem. Anyway they helping the government. It is not only the problem 
of Nepalese but also million people facing this. Anyway wish good health. | am very greatful to you. You 
remember me in this difficult period. Gesub Gurung Nepal 


Hello Ralph and Lynn Thank you for your concern .We are indeed going through very bad times all 
over .the only way to keep your mind off the negatives is help others and find solutions to problems you 
can manage. Soshyamn | started a feeding program for the very hungry on the streets .since ten days 
ago and itis going well .we are helped in distribution by a bunch of youth from our local temple. We cook 
simple rice,dal ,and veggie curry n pack them off all-over the city and adjoining areas in two vans. We 
hope you are fine and keeping safe. God protect you and your families and keep safe. 


Thank you for writing and asking.! Withlove nregards Rani Gurung 
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68 lovely responses followed this Whatsapp message from 
DP. What a great time to bring out the best in people 


"s 16th birthday 


a, Darren-Paul, D 


Angela Beau: Phineas and Esme Peach Hill 
9 dy 9 dy Vv Beau's 16th is coming up on Thursday 16th April. it won't be the birthday bash he 
had in mind - but never fear 

We thought it would be funny to do a massive Happy Zoomie Birthday for him 

9 & 9G O9 & OP G5pm we'll get the cake you (hopefully) click the link and we sing Jy the JF song! 
Sure it will work like a dream 

Link to follow 

Love you all and stay safe. 

Angela. GS x 


+44 7713 621586 


Thanks for adding me we'd love to come’ 


+44 7896 555595 


SS 9 WIEO B_—P GP weil be there 


+44 7855 798659 


Me toooo xxx 


+44 7794 397126 
wonderful idea Angela!! 


+44 7793 052157 
Lovely 
Oscar and Bea ready to sing and dance for ya” Beau... need remindin 


+44 7565 636243 
Yeah! Happy 16th thunder! 


+44 7889 913091 


+44 7939 579805 


2 & B SB we're there 


+44 7967 565592 
Fabl! We'll be therel! €3Xox 


their lights and hooted!! 
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..ON amore positive side, on 


sides and opposite joining in. 
even the passing cars flashed 


Hello there lovely friends , | do hope this texts finds 
you well and coping with the strange times 
lv Included you in this group as you are all played a 
part in Beau’s life and as he turns 16 next Thursday 
and trapped at home I’d like to invite you all to take 
part ( in yes you guessed it ) a cake giving and happy 
birthday singing zoom call at 17.00 on the 16th 
Be so awesome if as many of you get involved to sing 
as we present the cake / say hi / do a dance / poem / 
be as original as you like .. celebrate this funky young 
mans big day 


| will remind you guys nearer the time . Thanks loads 
and so much love ... 


Coronavirus 19 update. Easter Sunday 12th April 2020. 


The very sad statistic published today is that the UK 
have now passed the 10,000 death mark. Look back a 
few pages and see how rapidly this has escalated and 
is now almost accepted We are rapidly approaching 
the worst increase figures here than in the rest of Eu- 
rope and Lynn and | feel that people are not taking it 
seriously enough. 


We personally have our thoughts on why this is. In the 
past three days we have witnessed, despite constant 
warnings on radio, tv and papers to maintain a social 
distance between people three separate instances 
where these warnings are being totally disregarded. 
We feel that this is a cavalier attitude where people 
think ” this doesn’t apply to us” . | hate to add fuel to 
a noticeable anti-age attitude that is slowly gaining 
impetus fuelled by both sides, but is seems to be an 
age thing. We witnessed people (all young) totally 
disregarding taped-off seating in the park with warn- 
ing notices. We see young runners bearing down on us 
from behind without warning when we are walking. 
They are breathing deeply up close to us. Yesterday a 
group of 6 youngsters walked closely together in front 
of us into the park so blatantly that a health worker 
stopped her car to shout out to us to report them.. 


Meanwhile, on the opposite side of this, my walking 


group who are all of our age are communicating on 


Thursday nights people come line and all are self-isolating. The very nature of this 
out at 8.00pm to applaud the virus is that the symptoms are not immediately no- 
NHS workers and all front line ticeable and anyone can be a carrier. If anyone does 
staff who put themselves at not know that by now they must be very stupid or 
risk. Here is Lynn clapping reckless. 

with all the neighbours both 
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About a week ago Lynn and | sort- 
ed out our massive spice cup- 
board and packed some up for 
Tammy and Larnie and deposited 
them on their doorstep. Larnie 
seen here enjoying one of their 
forays into 
cooking up a 
storm 


It may seem bizarre to intersperse these grim statistics but this book should reflect life as it continues and is current rather 


than written up later ‘from memory’ 


As of 9am on 12 April, 350,575 tests have concluded, with 18,000 tests carried out on 11 April. 


282,374 people have been tested, of whom 84,279 tested positive. 


We are now into the fourth week of self 
isolation and the official death figure is still 


As of 5pm on 11 April, of those hospitalised in the UK who tested positive for 
coronavirus, 10,621 have died. 


rising and just now it was announced that 
the lockdown must continue. It is expected 
that this ‘grisly’ death figure will continue to 
increase than plateau out for a few weeks 
and then a gradual end to the lockdown is 
envisaged. The news today said that in the 
UK face masks were not advised except in 
surgical environments but once the pan- 
demic ends it will be the norm for close 
contact occupations such as hairdressers 
requiring people all wearing them in public. 
It is hard to envisage but is normal in many 
Asian countries...so we will see. 


Boris Johnson is recuperating at Chequers 
and has not yet recommenced his official 
Prime Ministerial duties. 


Spain has relaxed its lockdown restrictions 
for some workers such as on building sites. | 
feel this is to clutch at economic benefits 
and as they were badly hit. It is a foolhardy 
decision. Our NHS staff are really rising to 
the unbelievable pressure and many stories 
of exceptional care are reported daily. Care 
homes for the elderly are reporting many 
deaths and these apparently only hospital 
deaths are included in official figures... 


18 


Today there was a news item that it The OBR (Office for Budget Responsi- 
bility) said a three-month lockdown followed by three months of partial 
restrictions would trigger an economic decline of 35.1% in the quarter to 
June alone, following growth of 0.2% in the first three months of this year. 
Robert Chote, the chairman of the OBR, said a drop of this magnitude would 
be the largest "in living memory". While the UK economy 
would contract by 12.8% this year under this scenario, it is ex- 
pected to get back to its pre-crisis growth trend by the end of 
2020. | feel that these figures are pure guesswork and have 
political significance just like Trump spouting worth for two 
hours yesterday with such ludicrous statements where he constantly is 
shown to have done a total ‘turnaround’ which he denies. Re-election is 
looking so all his rhetoric is suspect.. Leading health experts have labelled 
Donald Trump’s decision to cut funding to the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) as a “crime against humanity” and a “damnable” act that will cost 
lives. The move also drew a rebuke from the head of the United Nations, 
who said the WHO was “absolutely critical to the world’s efforts to win the 
war against Covid-19”. The US is the single largest contributor to the WHO. 


There is now a rising voice of opinion that the current death figures are air- 
brushing older people out like they don't matter, 


About 410,000 people live in care homes in the UK, living in 11,300 care 
homes for older people supplied by 5,500 different providers. 


Public Health England medical director Yvonne Doyle added that health 
bodies were aiming to have figures on coronavirus-related deaths in care 
homes published daily. | now expect that published total figures will be 
much higher than we have been told 


The family tradition of writing a ‘corny’ birthday poem 


Photo History continues with this rendition from Lynn and myself 


| bs Ode to Beau on his 16" birthday | ie | 
| 


A happy smiling lad is he 
With handsome father Fluffy Eley 
And mother lovely Angela 


With many poses on my camera 


Lovely Peachy completes the scene 
With pretty smile so serene 
And on Zoom we're here to smile 


in lockdown for a fttle while 


Zoom’ s much better than the shone 
Cos we're now with you and sot alone 


There will be no phone to ring 


To interrupt me while | sing 


Beau's the best grandson you know 


From small beginnings we've watched him grow 


into a lad with certain charm 


if you've got a daughter peed this alarm! 


He's 0 tad that school is over 
Tears soaking his school pullover 
With Angela chained at home he's held. 


Sain the garage, he's known to weld 


He's very creative whkh makes us proud 


We sing his praises extremely loud 


His patience when we play a game 


is his very special claim to fame 
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Pn Ode to Beau on his 16" birthday Ed 


Oleaucse we know what he'd really like 
To be outside on his bike 
in the kitchen he's a dude 


Helping create some super foad 


Beau works away with total skill 
Whether welding or with a drill 
While Dad and Granddad are both contenders 


For having the world’s mast annaying tempers 


We know far sure that time will tell 
His charm and looks will serve him well 
Maybe in future his creative skills 


Will be his means of paying bills 


Today is special and we're watching you 
From around the country......that is true 


We'll raise aur glasses and we'll say 


Beau...have a great birthday 
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BA day in lockdown...Tuesday 14th April 2020 SOs 
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5.00am alarm goes off. and two sleepy folk descend for a quick coffee and 
our ’, home-made Seville marmalade toast. Lynn, in her ‘running’ gear and 
me in ‘walking slowly’ gear leave the house as the sun in rising. Almost total 


quiet broken only by birdsong and the odd car passing. We walk together along the tree- 
lined drive to the Priory . We are in the daily routine...This takes precisely 7 minutes. Entering the park is always 
a total pleasure. Today it is deserted other than the dog walker with her four charges. The noisy tiny ‘sausage 
dog, yaps but looks ridiculous with his illuminated flashing collar. The litter-cleaning running lady can be seen in 
the distance with her bag and litter-picking grab stick. What a star she is. 


Regular folk do this very early ritual and we 
shout greetings as we pass/avoid one another. | 
usually stop to get some photos because there is 
a certain magic at this early hour. All around 
there is birdsong and the geese and ducks fly 
overhead making a cacophony of noise. 


On the small island the swan has now settled on 
her nest while the male is still engaged in facing 
those determined two Canada geese. It seems 
trivial but | never would have witnessed this 
struggle over many days under normal circum- 
stances. | often video these sequences and send 
them to Tammy 


Early morning enjoying the sun rising and in 
' the picture below , if you look hard, you will 
We had arranged to get a Sainsbury’s delivery today (our first) § see a small white dot by the lake...yes...you’ve j 
and this took a lot of organising. We had to register with.gov .j Suessed it..that’s Lynn running 
on line to confirm Lynn was classified as vulnerable and once 
this went through the system it should have entitled us to get a 
priority delivery . However it hadn’t arrived so we still had a lot 
of sorting out to do. Once we had combined Tamm & Ben’s 
order (as obviously they can’t go out) we then spent hours on 
line placing the order. Anyway, today it arrived on time and the 
driver placed them in the garden and we took them in. Sorting 
them out took an age and | then butchered the chicken, made 
soup and took the kids order across, leaving it on their door- 


step 


We are systematically utilising all our freezer sensibly stock 
plus incorporating dry stock and we enjoy working out the 
meals for the coming days. We take turns in cooking and with 
the great weather we have been enjoying meals in the garden 


... talking about the garden, reminds me that we have planted 
seeds which are slowly germinating in Lynn’s studio and we 
have set ourselves some ‘projects’. We have some wooden 
posts and old chains and we have cemented those into a scruffy 
part of the garden and we are delighted with the final result 
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- Photo History ™ 


Maxine sent us this photo of a her quilt project 
that will take her about three months. It shows a 
UK map and she will add place names etc and is 
for Katie and Alex for Xmas. Final photo will follow 


This volume of my Photo History is very differ- 


ent. It shows, almost on a daily basis how we, 
as a family, are reacting/coping, with the total- 
ly life-changing situation around us 


| don’t want wish to belittle the devastation caused by this pandemic...... The horrifying figure of 20,000 deaths in 
UK hospitals recorded yesterday. WHO fear that people having recovered may not be protected from re-infection. 


Online scams have cost the UK public £2.4 million. 2.5 million deaths worldwide. — Frightening statistics 


| have always written my personal thoughts in these volumes and it is not , in my opinion, right to put them down in 
print at a later date...with hindsight. Writing it in ‘real-time’ is more honest even if it is read at a later date and ap- 
pears very naive and even laughable. But that’s the risk I’ll take to keep the integrity. 


| feel that once we come out of lockdown thing will go mad and the probable outcome will be an even worse re- 
occurrence of cases of the deadly infection with big spikes in fatalities. | hope I’m wrong. We are all saying “ When 
we emerge, blinking into the sunlight from this enforced lockdown , the first thing we’ll do is******” 


Fill in the blanks to suit your most-missed pleasures. In our case they are.....fish and chips, a visit to Heddon’s 
Mouth in Devon, lunch in Princi in Soho, a cuddle with the kids and so on. 


Reality will not be as it was prior to this pandemic. Supply chains will see shorter, local produce being available 
where the cheap products from India, china etc are no longer available..not at low prices anyway. The Bangladeshi 
garment trade has seen millions being laid off with no pay and the material came from China so that will not return 
to ‘normal’ in the short term. | hope that governments will learn from this salutary lesson in non-preparedness but | 
always have been a starry-eyed optimist. In reality they will revert back to self-centred myopic stances as before. 
Globalisation actually does not work. Every country looks after itself and only seems to be altruistic when it is eco- 
nomically viable. Brexit will prove itself the answer despite many friends disagreeing with us. 


In my opinion we have all become too reliant on hi-tech and less on self-sufficiency and my generation is more pre- 
pared for eventualities than the current generation. Netflix sales have gone through the roof which shows that mil- 
lions rely on being entertained rather than making their own entertainment. Yes, we watch the odd film, but we 
also talk, write, contact friends, garden, walk etc etc. Many friends play bridge (ok it’s on line) but they still com- 
municate). Others are doing embroidery, writing poems and completing many other ‘long promised’ pastimes. 


The money that has been pumped into the world economies must come from somewhere & generations will have 
to suffer to repay these debts..beyond any the world has experienced before. How can things return to normal?? 


Yes, it’s a gloomy picture and many will re-enter the world to continue with their previous life... maybe complaining 
about this or that not being available. However many more will emerge having lost many family members and in a 
state of abject poverty which is even worse that before. These are the real victims. The superpowers will jostle for 
‘top dog’ position and China and the USA seem to be headed for major conflicts. Finally...1 have said before 
‘water’..not oil will be the ultimate cause of major wars and we will now be entering a time of instability. Am | a 
laughing stock or a depressive— but remember...at least | HAVE THE COURAGE TO PUT MY THOUGHTS DOWN IN 
PRINT!!! 


April 26th 2020 


snceialiee Ok...enough of my miserable predictions. Let me return on a 
oto History . : : : . . 
lighter vein and recall what is going on in our world right now. 


Early mornings as the sun is rising brings it’s own special photographic rewards. Some mornings as the frost 


on the grass is warmed by the sun a mist hovers over the lake and is wonderful. All these things would have 


been missed if | had been in the pool or gym... 


Photo History 


..early morning beauty!! 
Photo History 


..early morning beauties??? 
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Photo History 


A 6.00am walk in Trent Park 
was rewarded by The secret 
Garden being particularly beau- 
tiful and not a soul around 


We have an early morning picnic in this 
field where we can see right over to 
Docklands and the City and then we 
walk on to the Secret Garden (above) 
which is almost always devoid of peo- 
ple and very tranquil 


Walking very 
early in the 
Park rewarded us 
with some lovely 
moments 
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Photo History 


aroma 


Alans apne? 


‘Our’ seat...now sadly taped 
off to prevent it being used for 
fear of contamination 


Cd 
oO 
wo 
— 
aD 

= 

oo 
wo 
—_ 
c 
co 
w 

ne) 
2) 
oO 

= 
id 
oO 
< 
~ 
oO 
Wo 
S 
w 
< 
~ 
no) 
te 
oO 
wo 
= 
5 

n 
oO 

@ 
[oe 

cs 
wo 

— 
oO 

atl 

c 
oO 

ne} 
= 

oO 
a0 
w 

= 

~~ 
£ 

w 
o 

£ 

° 

O 


Photo History 


This garden 


posts 


with 


concreted 


into the soil 


with chains 


as a_ back- 


drop to the 


Sth May 2026 oto History 


Boris Johnson admits UK's coronavirus death toll is 'appalling' but insists lockdown will be eased on MONDAY - after figures re- 
vealed Britain has the worst fatality numbers in Europe 


na series of bruising exchanges Sir Keir accused his counterpart of botching the UK's response to the outbreak. 


He said only last week the government had boasted other countries were looking at the 'apparent success' of Downing Street ap- 
proach to tackling the virus. 


But with the official death toll now almost at 30,000 and worse than any other country in Europe, Sir Keir asked Mr Johnson: 'How 
on earth did it come to this?" 


Mr Johnson tried to deflect the criticism as he insisted now is not the time for international comparisons due to differences in the 
way countries compile their statistics. 


Doctors today called for a public inquiry into the UK government's handling of the crisis to determine why Britain has been worst 
hit in Europe. 


Despite the grim death toll Mr Johnson announced he is planning to begin lifting lockdown at the start of next week - if the latest 
scientific data shows the spread of the disease is sufficiently under control. 


The Prime Minister is expected to renew social distancing measures on Thursday before then using an address to the nation on Sun- 
day night to set out his lockdown exit strategy. 


Mr Johnson said the Sunday address would prepare people for potential changes on Monday 


Coronavirus: UK believes disease behind pandemic was passed from animals naturally 


The possibility that SARS-CoV-2 leaked accidentally from a Chinese laboratory is considered unlikely, Whitehall sources say. 


In Germany, all shops will reopen and amateur outdoor sports restart under certain conditions as part of an easing of lockdown 
measures, the federal government and states have agreed according to a draft document. 


Europe will experience a recession this year of a depth unmatched since the Great Depression and the UK will be one of the 
hardest hit, the European commission has said . 


In Russia, the number of new Covid-19 cases surged by 10,559 over the past 24 hours, bringing the countrywide tally to 
165,929, the country’s coronavirus crisis response centre has announced. It is the fourth consecutive day that cases have risen by 
more than 10,000. The crisis response centre also reported 86 new coronavirus deaths, meaning the death toll in Russia has 
reached 1,537. 


Teenagers in Wuhan, the Chinese city where the Covid-19 pandemic began, have returned to schoolwearing masks and walking 
in single file past thermal scanners. 


Spain looks set to extend its state of emergency for two more weeks as it eases Covid-19 lockdown measures, with the coun- 
try’s prime minister expected to secure enough parliamentary votes today to make the move 


lobal confirmed cases exceed 3.65 million 


Researchers at Johns Hopkins University say at least 3,656,644 people have been infected since the outbreak began, while at 
least 256,736 are known to have died. The figures, which are based on official and media reports, are likely to significantly un- 
derestimate the true scale of the outbreak. 


Donald Trump says it’s time to reopen businesses 


Speaking in Arizona at a factory manufacturing medical masks, Trump said it was time to reopen businesses . “Will some peo- 
ple be affected? Yes. Will some people be affected badly? Yes. But we have to get our country open and we have to get it open 
soon.” he said. 


12th May 2020 . The talk now is of a slow lifting of ‘lockdown’ restrictions here and the much heralded announcement by Bo- 
ris Johnson gave rise to more uncertainty. He bumbles along in true politicians style. Suggestions rather than definite state- 
ments. Yes, go back to work but try to avoid using public transport. Where do they live??. So out of touch. Schools still don’t 
know when the children can return. We appreciate it is an unknown concept and the chance of a second stage of escalating in- 
fection and deaths is greatly feared but this situation is world-wide so some structure can be obtained by maximum use 
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gained by watching how other countries are easing out of ‘lockdowns’. Obviously no- 
Photo History one wants a second wave that is potentially even more dangerous than the initial 


pandemic. 


The most recent figures of fatalities worldwide are really terrible: 


Over 4 million cases with 285,000 deaths up to yesterday. The US has had 1.332.475 deaths / The UK 223,060 deaths/ Italy 
219,814 deaths/ Spain 227,436 deaths and France 139,063 deaths. 


Looking back just a few pages in this book gives a very real idea of the severity of the spread worldwide. 


Many governments and world leaders wear two hats.: Return to normality as soon as safe without risking danger to life but 
any delay being disastrous for the economies. 
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| certainly don’t want my Photo History to be full of doom and gloom because we are coping really well and still laugh a lot. 
Ben is really doing a lot better now and actual commenced on line conference calls yesterday and seems much better in 
himself too. Larnie was here for a few days while knuckling down to do a uni project. 


Enfield Council on line...15th May 2020 


Parks and open spaces 


There are now a limited number of things you can do in parks and open spaces in Enfield. These include: 


@ meeting one other person from a different household outdoors 
@ exercising as often as you wish 


@ using some outdoor sports courts or facilities with members of your household, or one other person while staying at 
least two metres apart 


Enfield Council is taking the following action in response to the new government guidelines: 


@ Car parks in parks and open spaces are being reopened 

e Tennis courts are being reopened 

e §6Angling is being reintroduced at Grovelands Park, Trent Park and Forty Hall Park 
e@ Park benches will be made available for use, in line with social distancing rules 


e Golf courses will be reorganised and opened soon, subject to safety measures being introduced. Further details and 
timings will be announced shortly. 


You should continue to observe social distancing guidelines when you're outside your home, including making sure you are 
two metres away from anyone outside your household. The following measures will stay in place: 


@ Social distancing banners will be retained, and additional signage will be placed in car parks, parks and tennis courts 


e@ Playgrounds, public toilets, outdoor gyms, multi-use gym areas, basketball and netball courts stay out of use 
We urge everyone to continue to respect the social distancing guidelines that stay in place. We will change these arrange- 


ments if people fail to observe these restrictions and put the health and wellbeing of others at risk. 


If you're showing coronavirus symptoms, or if you or any of your household are self-isolating, you should stay at home. 
This is critical to staying safe and saving lives. 


~ 
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The talk everywhere now is what will happen after the ‘lockdown’ ..not just in the UK but worldwide. Many coun- 


tries are adopting different approaches. Some are cautiously allowing restaurants etc to open but with social dis- 
tancing being strictly maintained, whilst others are more liberal with their return to ‘normality’. Everyone is watch- 
ing to see if the countries where isolation is slowly being withdrawn will have a renewed spike in infections and 
ultimately death. It is obvious now...and we have seen it for a long period that many world leaders are weighing up 
the political repercussions on their economies with an extended lockdown versus the return to the status quo and 
accepting the inevitable loss of life. 


It all comes down (in political terms) to the economy against life. So, what’s new? Politicians know that the vast 
sums spent in this very short period will have to be recouped and there will be a backlash of enormous proportions 
where whole sectors of the community have had their lives decimated. In poor economies this backlash will see 
violent action where whole communities have nothing to lose and rebel against their leaders, looting and pillaging. 
| am not a pessimist but it seems so obvious. Even here in the UK there will be massive changes and possibly if | 
write my thoughts here it may come back and ‘bite me on the bum’ but | will think about the changes that we 
might see. More people working from home. They have got used to working remotely and can avoid the daily com- 
mute with its constantly increasing travel cost. Employers have seen that productivity has actually increased with 
the added attraction of avoiding expensive office accommodation. 


Care homes have really struggled to offer their vulnerable old people a degree of comfort that has been extremely 
difficult to maintain and the government have not been in the forefront of action here. The worst outcome 
(besides the disproportionate number of deaths) has been the inability of family to come to pay their respects at 
the nd of life. This must have been so distressing . Nurses and care workers are publicly acknowledged weekly by 
everyone standing outside their houses and apartments and clapping at 8.00pm but surely the most important as- 
pect that must come out of this is to raise their derisory ‘below minimum’ pay rates to a much higher level. 


Small shops may actually return to the high street as people have seen the supermarkets as not being the total 
panacea for modern living. Fresh produce and artisan crafts may proliferate as high street rents come down due to 
many big companies being unable to sustain high rents and having depleted coffers to artificially sustain a rental 
regime that precludes the small retailer.. 


Travel may change with a distrust of cruises where many were trapped with virus running rampant on board. Being 
cooped up on long haul may cause many frequent travellers to rethink if the destination warrants the travel risk. 
Agreed, people have very short memories but there may be a boom in ‘staycations’. Our love of long distance trav- 
el has certainly waned but this was happening anyway and the pandemic just reinforced our feelings. 


Many very expensive UK government schemes will now have to be reviewed in the light of economy restraints and 
the obvious outcome will be that many more strict fiscal measures will be imposed on the public. | think it will be a 
period of great austerity and realistically generations that follow will bear the brunt of the cost of this totally hith- 
erto unheard of situation. 


Like it or not we have left the EU so this can be used to our advantage because ‘small is speedy’ and if the govern- 
ment are perceptive and active we can forge many new trading partners in a world where all economies are re- 
thinking their world trade position. We are therefore in an ideal place to take maximum advantage of this new sce- 
ne....However ‘perceptive and active’ is not the first qualities that comes to mind when talking about the govern- 
ment. 


Many thoughts...many reflections but sitting and worrying about the garden or the next Sainsbury’s delivery is not 
altogether very productive. ...on with my daily (or frequent) comments on what is happening around us at the pre- 
sent time 
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..another success -— 


a) a 
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Larnie (and Peachie) and French toast are synonymous so 
when ever they are here it’s automatically on the menu... 


Zoom...previously un- 
heard of and its growth 
has been impressive. 
Usage has soared from 
10 million daily meeting 
participants back in De- 
cember to 300 million 
this April (2020) 


We are having Zoom 
discussions weekly with 
Marion as host and an 
average of 25 people. 
Beau’s 16th birthday was 
around 75 people and 
we watched a 1 hour talk 
by Joan on her art this 
week which was _ fasci- 
nating . Here are our 
family chats that we ar- 
range occasionally 


Lovely hot sunny days and _ being in lockdown 


has meant plenty of gardening time plus too 
much ‘eating time ‘ too with consequent results. 
Larnie is no help as we constantly compare 
notes and make exotic 

meals 


Constant pictures of Grovelands Park 
opposite but the reason is obvious 
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Almost the end of May (28th) and quite a lot of changes...USA has admitted to 100,000 deaths but this is widely thought to be a 
great underestimate. 40 million filed for unemployment in the US today. Facts and distorted truths are now so widely bandied 
about that for every ‘so called statistic’ , there is a counter statistic from a ‘so-called’ expert saying the polar opposite. 


Yesterday, Cummings, the senior advisor to Boris Johnson contravened his own guidelines regarding isolation and instead of 
putting his hands up and apologising his arrogance was displayed by blatant lies and excuses. Add to this Boris’s support caused 
real annoyance to the public who had obeyed these guidelines very often causing great personal grief. To me, it is another ex- 
ample of how politicians feel they can manipulate a gullible public and totally disregard normal decencies. Arrogance displayed 
with total lack of comprehension of public feelings. This will come back to bite them both on the bum. 


We are now being told of restrictions being relaxed on various sectors of the community. Obviously this for two-fold reasons: 
° People are now really desperate to leave ‘lockdown’ especially where outside access is denied to them or not available 
° It is of vital importance that the economy restarts before more damage is done 


This is the same worldwide but here my feeling is that much is being done both too little and too late. A classic case in point is 
allowing incoming flights unchecked so people possibly having the virus from different sources can travel in the UK freely. When 
we picked up DP from his Panama flight to Heathrow he came straight into the UK just as Covid 19 kicked off. He was responsi- 
ble and self isolated but that is not always the case.. Our government have just announced that two weeks quarantine will be 
imposed on incoming flights in from June 7th. (just in time to have a major impact on the tourist trade which is already feeling 
major problems) will tourists flock here if they face a potential quarantine period...| think not. Where is the sense in this think- 
ing?. 


| fully realise that the economy of all countries is now under enormous strain and the release from lockdown is underway/ 
planned, worldwide. This is where | personally feel that once the general public are told about relaxation of the previously im- 
posed restrictions many will quickly forget the potential dangers and return to close contact and crowded environments with 
the result that the virus will quickly peak again. No mention at all has been made regarding the virus duration which, to me, 
implies that only each countries' isolation policies have controlled further infection. These are just my personal views and | sin- 
cerely hope | am proved wrong. | honestly think that governments are lifting restrictions without honest regard for the dangers 
purely for economic expediency. Cannon fodder, or collateral damage comes to mind or even an acceptable cull weighed 
against the economic recovery. Am | cynical?? Maybe | am but | wrote it here so | can be held to task for alarmist thoughts... 


Whilst talking about doom and gloom | will say one important word..WATER.. 


Lynn and | notice The Thames height at high tide in the centre of London. It wouldn't take much to cause major flooding. We 
even notice flooded towpaths upstream at Kew, Kingston etc.. Many coastline towns, villages etc will be flooded at spring tides 
and during exceptional weather conditions. 


Just as for the pandemic | feel that there must be a disaster risk assessment made to have plans and contingencies for these 
risks (and others like terrorism etc).. If nothing else has come out of this dreadful Covid 19 maybe our total unpreparedness has 
been underlined and we should learn from this. No good saying we haven't got money for this...wait until the Covid 19 total 
cost is known (if it can ever be calculated) and all this money was ‘found’ ..better to have been prepared in advance. 


Water will be the cause of future wars with water extraction upstream denying traditional use downstream. This will be a big- 
ger issue than is generally realised and again...| put it in print with the rhyder...| would love to be proved wrong. 


Enough... 


My daily early morning park walks are now full of wildlife in abundance which is new to me... maybe because | just wasn't 
around to this degree previously. The swans have seven beautiful cygnets, Canada geese and moorhen are on the lake edge and 
on the water with their tiny young struggling to keep up. Parakeets and squirrels seem more noticeable than ever and this 
morning a whole flock of small birds were in the long grass and rose in one cloud as | approached dropping down to hide into a 
small tree. Rats scuttle away as | approach and crows peck away at the discarded litter left after a hot day in the park. | joke that 
my early walk is like a safari..but as Lynn appears running from the opposite direction she witnessed lots of tiny ducklings cross- 
ing the path in front of her 
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Middle of June now.... 
| have deliberately not posted every day as it has been ‘more of the same’. 


Zoom meetings with friends and family...a few friends calling here and sitting across the garden from us to maintain social 
distancing. Sainsbury’s deliveries, where we order for Tammy, Ben and Larnie too, and then take it round , leaving it on 
their doorstep. We are also quite regular allotment visitors now and it looks great there too. Our garden is a joint effort 
and Lynn is now an active gardener rather than her previous role as senior pointer. We drive into the country and walk in 
places where we meet almost no people and enjoy a picnic in a field...so all in al, it’s a different situation but we have 
adapted. 


Now, however the ‘lockdown’ is slowly being relaxed and dates are given when various parts of the infrastructure can re- 
turn to a limited version of their previous trading style. From tomorrow public transport resumes with strict ‘mask-only’ 
entry permitted. | really cant see how the tubes will enforce social distancing. 


Adrian, a friend that | meet daily in the park, is re-opening his restaurants from the 21st June as that seems to be a date 
many are hoping to see the slow return to trading. He has 6 tables outside in both places so can maintain social distancing. 
Schools have partially reopened but only for some age groups and many industries have fared really badly. 


There is currently a ‘Black Lives Matter’ campaign echoed in the UK after a killing in the USA but protests here have turned 
violent with a thug element that are intent on anarchy and anti police behaviour. We agree with the sentiments expressed 
but once violence is used our support is lost. There are many peaceful protesters and their case is not heard as the media 
concentrate on the totally unacceptable behaviour. 


We both feel that once we are back into a semblance of normality the lack of jobs and down turn in our economy will fuel 
a lot of societal unrest ...it is like a tinderbox waiting to be ignited and | am worried about the outcome because the econo- 
my can’t recover in the short term and as our society has developed into a ‘blame’ society and it will be fuelled by many 
that have a hidden agenda and obviously the fantastic amount spend on ‘furlough’ payments has to be recovered. 


Anyway...enough of gloom...Today, we wanted to make elderflower cordial and this is when the elderflowers are blooming 
in the wild so we went to Bull Mill (instead of the local park) at 6.30am and on the River Beaune walk to Stapleford where 
we were rewarded by loads of trees in full blossom and we gathered a big carrier bag full.(40 gms made a lot) We will 
freeze lots for later use. 


Our picnic was on a slope above a section of the river that was dry due to a diversion and was memorable 
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Things have changed in the last few days. Having borrowed millions, the government now have a real ‘behind-the scene’ 
pressure to get the country productive again and this is contrasted with the risk element inherent in allowing people to 
leave ‘lockdown’. Do it too early and the sheer exuberance of people will inevitably cause a resurgent Coronavirus spike 
again due to people not maintaining the social distance. Hold off as seems more sensible and unrest will result from people 
no longer having the financial assurance in the form of the furlough which will slowly be withdrawn. If the weather changes 
from this beautiful heat wave and people are cooped up at home and not able to enjoy the parks with money in their pock- 
ets this will spell certain problems. 


Not an easy situation to solve but politicians are paid to sort out situations like this. 
Looking at other countries does not help a lot for several reasons: 
Issued virus deaths figures are inaccurate and often deliberately untrue 


Some countries where the epidemic peak was deemed to have passed the enforced lockdown conditions have been lifted. 
The result, as | predicted earlier has been catastrophic and new 8 week lockdown has been introduced. 


Trump is now really showing himself to be a total idiot and the other day when he announced his first rally to gather mo- 
mentum for his re-election everyone, including his own advisors said large gatherings were too risky . He , of course ridi- 
culed this and said he wasn’t even going to wear a mask. | had a nasty thought that if his ardent followers succumbed to 
the virus it would not do much to swell his numbers.. 


Brazil has got , possibly now, the largest number of fatalities (after the USA) at over 50,000 and the president is, like Trump, 
an idiot, and denies the risk of the virus and actually called it a mild flu. Coronavirus Live Updates: U.S. Accounts for 20% of 

New Cases Globally New York City allowed offices to reopen with limits on Monday, and millions of students returned to 
school in Francel don’t believe all the false information being bandied about and our government is a classic illustration of 
how conflicting information gives rise to confusion. Our fatality rate stands at 42,647. Different dates when lockdown will 
terminate for different sectors has caused many problems. Adrian, a friend, with two west End restaurants was all set to 
open yesterday and would have maintained social distancing at the six outside tables and was told he would face heavy 
fines if started prior to July 6. Two weeks with his heavy rent is a longx time and goes against common sense. 


We queued to go into Sainsbury’s today and once in the store people went 
past us mostly quite carefully so where is the difference. We went to Mar- 
garet and Gerald’s today and enjoyed chatting in their delightful garden in 
sunshine. Gordon’s brother has died in the USA and we are going on line 
tomorrow for the Shiva and popping in to his garden on Wednesday to 
offer our condolences. 


| was walking on Wednesday but Alan took exception to my organising the 
walk and sent a ‘strange’ email so rather than go down to his level | de- 
clined the walk and Tobbs and | have planned one for the following week 
with our lovely wives. | really can’t get involved in these childish tan- 
trums...maybe it’s the effect of the lockdown’ incarceration. This is certain- 
ly the case with Mike and Ros who objected to my request to edit down 
their chapter in the book | am working on. | do appreciate he has just lost 
his Mum and is not well but | did voice it very tactfully but his response 
was quite rude and hurtfully patronising. Maybe we are all getting a bit 
‘peculiar’ in our old age but as we have lots of friends who seem to be well 
balanced and fun, maybe it is only a few who are slowly losing the plot. 


Anyway, the kids speak to us daily and are absolutely great. Larnie stayed 


here for a couple of nights and we had a hoot together.. Lynn has been Larnie about to enjoy the hot French 
helping me on the allotment and now, for the first time we can actually toast when a sneak thief appeared 
see a result from our work. Don’t mention it to anyone. But she actually from nowhere... 


seems to enjoy it..but will never admit it..and she is a really great help. 
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Some of the previously un- 
seen local outcome _ from 
Coronavirus and lockdown. 


Litter in the park on a previ- 
ously unseen scale. Warning 
signs instructing the wearing 
of face masks on_ public 
transport and ‘Keep Your Dis- 
tance’ signs all along the High 
Street 


Photo History 


..and some of the lovely 
things to counteract the 
less pleasant. My Tammy 
and my Lynn...garden flow- 
ers and a bee loaded with 
pollen. The garden after the 
rain and our lovely park 


Early in the morning our swan and its 6 cyg- 


nets are all very sleepy... 


Photo History 


Even in the rain it looks great 


Schrot. Auricularia auricula-judae, known as the wood ear, jelly ear, or by a number of 


Photo History other common names, is a species of edible Auriculariales fungus found worldwide. 


The fruiting body is distinguished by its noticeably ear-like shape and brown coloura- 


Seen opposite on the Priory path tion; it grows upon wood, especially elder. It changed colour in just a couple of days 


_ 


Photo History 


3rd July 2020 


Quarantine travel rules update due TODAY as deaths hit 43,995 and pubs set to reopen. AIR bridges between the UK and other 
countries will be announced this week, ahead of the summer holidays. 


The proposal of air— bridges - which would allow quarantine-free travel between each country - hope to boost the allow the 


tourism industry to following months of uncertainty. 


HOTELS, pubs, libraries and hairdressers have been given the go ahead to open from July 4. .Pubs and restaurants will be lim- 


ited to table service while hairdressers will have to wear visors as they work 


July 4th 2020 has been labelled as Super Saturday as many ‘lockdown’ 
Siin ¥ ee ee | ae ee) ee mictions are lifted...Scenes of carnage across England as revellers 


celebrate lockdown being lifted. 


NEW RULES OF LOCKDOWN 
Photographs in the papers capture the scenes of carnage across Eng- 
and as revellers rushed for their first drinks in bars in nearly four 
onths. 


Boris has a nounce ad that c 2 househo d will be able toj in 
‘one household at ai ‘any time from July 4 Here are the rul aon 


fou can use the toilet O 


indoor dinner 
parties now allowed 


‘Super Saturday” - dubbed after Boris Johnson gave bars and restau- 
ants the green light to finally reopen - became extremely wild and 
essy in many large English cities, including London, Newcastle and 
eeds. 


As anticipated there will be many totally disregarding the caution ad- 


fou MUST 


Vasil 


YOUF Nanas 


vised by government and health officials. 


feguiarly 
One of the main problems is the lack of advice and contradictory 
advice given out constantly. Common sense seems to be forgotten 
and Wales, Ireland and Scotland are issuing different lockdown lift- 
ing dates and restrictions on incoming quarantine arrangements for 
flights are changing daily...but when it mattered there were no re- 
strictions. Now, when it can do irreparable harm to our tourist trade 
there are different messages being given out. We are trying to con- 
tinue to avoid being close to people especially indoors. The one thing 


that is so easy to forget is that there has been no vaccine developed 


No hugging 


yet to counteract the virus and it is as deadly as ever 


We had seed potatoes over so planted some on the 
patio... Before and after shots 
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Photo History 


’ Our allotment with 


| love this shot...it says so much... 
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Lynn and | feel so sad when we see the demise of this lovely isolated village pub. The likes of this will never be 


seen again as it represents a by gone time and everything changes... (see the write up no longer current) 


Dane End is at the heart of a collection of hamlets and villages that make up the small parish of Little Munden. Tucked away in 
rural east Hertfordshire, the desirable village marks the end of a valley, from which it took its name. Surrounded by lush green 
countryside it's easy to see why the local community appreciates their home so much. 

Pub landlord Rob Sylvester, 64, has been serving pints at the Rest and Welcome in Haultwick for 30 years. He says, 'It's a lovely 
little spot out in the country, so different to a town pub. When I saw it I knew I had to have it. 

'There are some really beautiful walks so it's perfect for ramblers, cyclists and we even get a few motorcyclists enjoying the 
countryside - it's perfect for all of them. 

'The location is everything but there are some really lovely people in the villages who pop in for a drink, a lot of the villagers are 
commuters. 'It's changed a lot since I moved here, it's become quite expensive but I have enjoyed every minute 

of working here and when I retire, which I hope is next year, I'll have lots of fond memories about the parish.' 
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This seems a fitting end picture for this Photo History volume 


that is from a very life-changing period in our lives 


